
lutfjeran Sittings!
P U B L I S H E D B Y T H E A M E R I C A N E V A N G E L I C A L L U T H E R A N C H U R C H

T H E R O P E
This Korean lad heard that the Bible van of the Bible Society was coming to his village the

following week. Above all else he wanted his own New Testament. Working from early morning until
late at night, he made 453 feet of straw rope and, bringing it in his hands he purchased aNew Testament.
The Korean Bible Society used the straw rope to bind up cartons of Scriptures when these were consigned
to points served by the railway. Even this sacrificial gift was not enough to pay the actual cost of the
Korean New Testament. The difference is made up by the friends of the American Bible Society which,
in cooperation with the Korean Bible Society, distributed 646,843 volumes of the Scriptures last y e a r .
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Owi ScUUO^
Ghu^oU

Newington, Connecticut

(formerly Hartford) F i r s t u n i t , e d u c a t i o n w i n g , o f t h e n e w
c h u r c h i n C o n n e c t i c u t ,

We held acongregation and Sunday School picnic
on our own church grounds Sunday, June 15. Quite
alarge crowd attended, and all agreed it was the best
picnic in along time.

We have recently purchased anew two-manual
Baldwin Electronic organ for our new church. Tues¬
day the 24th of June, an “organ presentation” was
held, and the organist from the organ company played
aquite diversified program of organ numbers for us,
to show what th is beaut i fu l o rgan can do . I t was
lovely, and we were pleased that about 20 residents
of the new area attended that night. Amost enjoy¬
able social hour followed the recital, with coffee and
kringle served by the organ committee and some of
the Luther Leaguers.

The dedication of the first wing of O.S.L.C. of
Newington, Connecticut, was held May 18, 1958. Rev.
Al f red Jensen o ffic ia ted , ass is ted by Rev. George
Mellby, Rev. Winton Hoog and Rev. Theo. Thuesen.
Abeautiful ceremony was held before an assembly
of about 200 persons. In the afternoon there was an
informal service, and open house, with refreshments
served. Almost 200 people attended this also.

The Hartford congregation is most happy to an¬
nounce that Rev. Holger O. Nielsen of Cedar Falls,
Iowa, has accepted the call to be our pastor. Rev.
Nielsen and his wife and daughter, Martha, will arrive
the latter part of September, and will immediately
occupy the brand new parsonage which is now under
construction. Pastor and Mrs. Nielsen are driving
east in July, and will visit Hartford at that time.
Pastor Nielsen will conduct the service aSunday in
July. We welcome the chance to greet Pastor and
M r s . N i e l s e n a t t h a t t i m e .

The new parsonage is Colonial in style, and has
six rooms and alarge study in the basement. Ihe
men of the congregat ion have been very busy the
past 10-12 Saturdays, sometimes as many as 35 at
one time, landscaping the large grounds around the
church and parsonage.

We have so much to be grateful for in Hartford
at this time. The first wing of our new church is fin¬
ished, and is so beautiful; the parsonage is well under
way, anew organ bought (tho not yet paid for) and
the Organ Fund is growing. Pastor Nielsen has ac¬
cepted our call; our dear friend and organist, Mrs.
Mildred Ranheim, has changed her mind and is stay¬
ing with us after all; and our Sunday School is in
the capable hands of Fred and Hazel Donsboug. We
also have avery active Luther League, with Carmon
and Lee Christensen as advisors. So you see, when
we “count our blessings” it is amazing how many
they are!

Vera Jespersen, Sec.

Agood word has warmth enough for three winters;
a h a r d o n e w o u n d s l i k e s i x m o n t h s o f c o l d .

M e n c i u s .&

ffiutljfran OItJiinga -published by the American
E V A N G E L I C A L L U T H E R A N C H U R C H
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Worth Repeating:
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Seleciions from the President’s Report
President Alfred Jensen Reports to the

S e a t t l e C o n v e n t i o n

Rei jo r t o f the AELC Commiss ion on
Lu the ran Un i t y

The Joint Commission on Lutheran Unity as it was
reported to last year’s convention met for its organ¬
izing meeting December 12, 1956, not much more than
ayear and ahalf ago. Its second meeting, also re¬
ported to last year’s convention took place March
8-9, 1957. It is my duty to report on behalf of the
members o f our synod commiss ion concern ing the
meetings taking place since last year ’s convent ion.
The president of the Lutheran Church Relations Com¬
mittee, Pastor Erik Moller, could see no valid reason
why he should report separately on behalf of the
Committee he heads, since this committee in all re¬
spects has become apart of the Commission on Lu¬
theran Unity and has not met or acted apart from
this commission. Ithink this will be acceptable to
t h e c o n v e n t i o n .

T h r e e m e e t i n g s o f t h e e n t i r e J C L U w e r e h e l d
according to the Report of this Commission distributed
to a l l congregat ions and pastors . The AELC com¬
mission has only met separately upon occasions, when
specific issues seemed to demand that we took council
together. Care has usually been taken, that no at¬
tempts be made to establ ish auni ted stand on the
v a r i o u s i s s u e s . S i n c e t h i s h a s b e e n i n l i n e w i t h t h e
pract ices of the other three commissions, the spir i t
of freedom has prevailed at all times. Expressions of
opinions or sent iments were those of the individual
commissioners and the voting, whenever necessary
was similarly according to individual convictions. Only
one issue made it necessary that commissions be polled
as such. It can be said truthfully that the desire to
merge wi th our s is ter Lutheran churches has been
immensely strengthened on the part of the AELC com¬
mission because of the fellowship as well as the views
expressed and the decisions made. It is my belief,
that if it were possible for all the members of the
churches to sit in on these meetings and share the
discussions and the friendly fellowship, there would
be no difficulty in arriving at quick and complete
m e r g e r .

The attendance at the three meetings mentioned
has not been 100 per cent on the part of the AELC
membership, but we have always had amajority of
the members present. Mr. S. Dixen Sorensen, Dwight,
111., amember also, of the Lutheran Church Relations
Committee, resigned in November from both the com¬
mittee and the commission. Since the membership
of the commission was elected by the convention of
the synod, it was thought best to wait and have the
vacancy on both the committee and commission filled
by convention election.

Highlights of the 1958 Report of the Joint Commission
on Lutheran Un i ty

By looking at the Table of Contents in the front
part of the Report, it will be found that the Report
naturally divides itself into ten sections, each one
of which deals with related topics. The introduction
to these topics is largely repeated from last year’s
Report. Only the section under Drelative to “Open
channels’’ has been changed. It was found to be the
better policy to let the steering committee be the
judge of the right moment when an invitation should
aga in be sen t to o ther Lu theran churches o f th is
country to discuss amore comprehensive organic union
of these, rather than to issue such invitation at this
moment. In practical terms this rneans that there will
be no negotiations for amore comprehensive organic
Union of Lutheran bodies until the present merger
negotiations have been successfully completed in both
t h e “ T A L C group and the four way merger.

It may be helpful if Imake an attempt at pointing
out, what should be considered the more important
issues in the 21 page Report.
I D o c t r i n e :

The committee of leading theologians from the
four churches had little difficulty in arriving at what
is called aPreliminary Doctrinal Statement. After
giving attention to the confessional articles in the
four present constitutions, they apparently forgot to
look back over their shoulders to check whether
not their statements harmonized with one or all of
these. It is my impression that all of these four
were joyous in giving this expression to what they
believed the new church wanted written into its
fession. The key word as Isee it or sense it, is “The
Gospel of Jesus Christ.” If you are looking for “the
sacraments,” or for “the covenant word,” you will find
them as well as “the Word of God” all wrapped up
and fitly joined together in “the Gospel of God
cerning His Son,” to which Holy Scripture bears wit¬
ness and which is proclaimed in our churches by the
power of the Holy Spirit, the creator and sustainer
of the Church. Ihope these declarations of the Com- .
mittee are read by all, not once but often. Isubmit
to the temptation to quote the last one: “They affirm
that the Gospel transmitted by the Holy Scriptures,
to which the creeds and confessions bear witness, is
the true treasure of the Church, the substance of its
proclamation, and the basis of its unity and con¬
tinuity. The Holy Spirit uses the Church’s witness
to the Gospel to create Christian faith and fellowship.
When this occurs the Church fulfills its divine mission
and purpose,”

This Doctrinal Statement is written in the theologi-

o r

m e n

c o n -

c o n -
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tions are directly members of the Church such mem¬
bership is obtained by joining one of the synods.
Much the same procedure applies to the relationship
of ministers to the Church. They become members of
the Church but the door is through the synods, and
every synod in acertain sense has its own household
to be responsible for, but the ministers can move
freely from one synod to the other, much as our
m i n i s t e r s d o f r o m o n e d i s t r i c t t o t h e o t h e r . T h e
relationship of ministers to secret societies is described
pages 10-11 under V: Ministers.
I l l Number and Geographical Boundaries of Synods:

This section opens with an important description
under Ato Econcerning the duties and functions as
well as responsibilities of synods. There are some
im.pressive “musts” in this group. Emphasis is placed
on oversight over pastors and congregations, ability
to have the staff necessary to carry out administrative
control, at least two full time executive officers. Like¬
wise to be able to give full cooperation to the boards
of the Church such as American Missions (Home Mis¬
sions), Parish Education, Evangelism, Stewardship and
Social Missions. Furthermore proper supervision of
institutional programs of the synods (colleges, semi¬
naries, eleemosynary institutions) as well as being
alert to changing social conditions within the boundary
of the synodv

The above is an inadequate presentation of acom¬
prehensive practical field of responsibilities. It is my
own feeling, that we in our synod lack the proper
respect for and understanding of the need and im¬
portance of efficient and adequate administrative staff;
This in my estimation is mostly due to the fact that
we have asmall number of congregations, ministers
and small sized institutions. May 1plead for patient
study of this subject. ^

In order to give abetter picture of the synods as
to size of membership, number of congregations in¬
volved and their proportions relative to each other,
Iam submitting in the proposed composite table shown
at top of page 5asurvey of the size of the synods
as to number of congregations, membership as well
as the area to be served by each. Alarge map also
giving information about the number of institutions
like colleges, seminaries, hospitals. Orphans’ homes
and Old People’s homes is being prepared for the
convention. However, it must be clearly understood,

that there is nothing final concerning
the boundaries of the synods as fixed
at the present moment. Each JCLU
meeting has changed some of these.
There is still afeeling^ among the
members, that some of the synods are
too large and agood many more too
s m a l l .
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cal language of today. It represents aclear and firm
grasp of what is essential evangelical Lutheran theo¬
logical thinking today and it is expressed in the terms
employed by Lutheran scholars of today.
II. Nomenclature and Principles of Polity:

T h i s s e c t i o n d e a l s w i t h t h e n a m e s o r t e r m s f o r
the church and subdivisions of it, the names of the
president or the highest officer of the church, how
many officers, the names of the highest Executive
Group as well as the responsibilities assigned to such
officers and highest Council. President was chosen
the term for the highest officer, although the sub¬
committee had decided on Archbishop, bishop for presi¬
dent of synods. Constituent units are to be called
synods and their highest officers also presidents.
Executive Council is the name corresponding to our
present “synod board.” No name of the new church
has as yet been chosen.

Parts C, Dand Erepresent some of the most im¬
portant results arrived at in the entire Report. From
where is the authority of the churches to act and
order anything in the life and work of these derived?
The answer will not be repeated here. Read it on
page 6column 1in the Report. Concerning this state¬
ment Itake the liberty of quoting Dr. Fry’s com¬
ment: “The fundamental concept of the new church
is in the form of an eclipse. It has two foci, the
universal community of the redeemed and the local
congregation. Each has equal validity with the other;
neither can be treated as amere derivative, akind of
secondary stage of the opposite. Awhole array
of doctrinal and practical consequences follows in¬
evitably from this orientation, as you will detect as
you read on. It directly affects the setting and re¬
lationships of the ministry, the place and authority
of synods, and indeed, before we get through, prac¬
tically every other facet of church polity ”

The observation is further made and quite truth-*
fully, that the church, with which we are dealing,
is spelled with acapital “C.
decides what funct ions wi l l be carr ied on, through
synods, boards, commissions. The authority is cen¬
t e r e d i n t h e C h u r c h . T h e m i n i s t e r s a r e m e m b e r s
of the Church, which directs the synods to ordain them,
and wh i ch l i kew i se en ro l l s new cdng rega t i ons as
members of the Church. Likewise the Church through
aBoard of Theological Education will set the stand¬
ards to be met by the seminaries of
t h e C h u r c h . T h e r e i s t h e r e f o r e a
large amount of authority lodged in
t h e E x e c u t i v e C o u n c i l ( l i k e o u r
synod board) the 30 member board,
which together with the three officers
will have the power to review the
a c t i o n o f a l l t h e b o a r d s a n d c o u n ¬
cils of the Church, even though these
wi l l have the i r own par t icu lar fie ld
o f a c t i v i t y a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a n d
will operate under'"their own budgets
adopted by the convention of the
C h u r c h . I n t h e s e s e n t e n c e s I h a v e
briefly described what actually comes
u n d e r S e c t i o n s I V a n d V . T h i s
should be added: While congrega-

I t i s t h e C h u r c h t h a t

T h e S t a t u s o f t h e A E L C

As i t has al ready been indicated
t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e A E L C c o m m i s ¬

sion on Lutheran Unity without hav¬
ing formally or finally taken astand
on what kind of status our synod
should aim at within the prospective
C h u r c h , fi n d t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e i rD r . J e n s e n
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ning will become apart of the Iowa Synod of the
n e w c h u r c h . A l l o f a s u d d e n a t h r e e f o l d i n c r e a s e d
consti tuency wil l become responsible. The seminary
can hardly be expected to be continued, but Grand
View College could easily find itself on the threshold
of an expansion reaching far beyond any dreamed
of unt i l the present t ime. The inst i tu t ions l ike the
Old Peop le ’s Home in Des Mo ines and Ty le r O ld
People’s Home wi l l become apart of the Iowa and
Minnesota synods respectively, while the insti tut ions
related to and sponsored by our synod and districts
wi l l find themselves re la ted to the synods of the i r
respect ive areas. The home miss ion congregat ions
and Church Ex tens ion Fund w i l l become apar t o f
the responsibility of the Board of American Missions,
t h e h o m e m i s s i o n b o a r d o f t h e n e w C h u r c h . T h e
pension program of our synod will be joined with
t h o s e o f t h e o t h e r t h r e e b o d i e s a n d o u r P e n s i o n E n ¬

dowment Fund will become apart of the combined
P e n s i o n E n d o w m e n t F u n d o f t h e n e w C h u r c h . I t w i l l

be noted that on page 13, 1st column, it is stated
“The vested rights of all members of pension plans
of the several church bodies will be recognized and
h o n o r e d ,

reveal that whi le the p lans for the fu ture Pens ion
System has not been finished they are well under way
and have very expert guidance. With respect to the
Santal Mission, which is supported by anumber of
churches, a. special arrangement will be worked out
according to which continued support and relations
will be assured. Ihardly need to mention here, what
has been ment ioned anumber of t imes and places,
that especially the clergy of our synod, cannot expect
t o have t he oppo r t un i t i e s t o a t t end o r coope ra te
directly in ecumenical affairs in the new church as
they have at present.

But it should also be remembered that in synod
upon synod of the seventeen, which will be the new
synodical homes of our congregations, institutions,
exactly the same type, but in most instances of greater
size, will become part of their responsibility and the
object of their love and care, as well as their source
of service much in the same way that our present
synodical institutions serve their interest now. The
advantage gained in the new situation will be that
these inst i tut ions as wel l as some of the agencies
of the new church will be located much closer to them.
Naturally, it will not be easy for many of us to break
off our t ies w i th the ins t i tu t ions and agenc ies we
have come to feel are so distinctly our own.

The possibility of entering the new church as a
separate non-geological synod will undoubtedly re¬
main open to our synod, when the time for the con¬
summation of the merger comes. In my conversations
with people from various places in the synod the fear
is often voiced, that if we enter as such asynod,
congregations many find it to their individual advan¬
tage and liking to leave our synod and join with the
geographical synod, in whose area it is located. To
build programs and budgets for our synod in the face
of this possibility is not very encouraging. Further¬
more, some day, perhaps not too far into the future,
our synod may want to merge anyway. That would
then become asecond phase of the merger and our
institutions may find it more difficult and fewer ad-
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discussions concerning the various aspects of this
church-to-be unconsciously assuming that when the
time comes to make adecision, when all the documents
have been written and approved by the four bodies
involved, our-present synodical organization will be
dissolved and our congregations will be entering the
synods of the Church serving the areas in which they
are located. If these areas should remain as above
outlined, it will mean that our congregations would
find themselves parts of 17 different synods. This
may sound discouraging at first sight. However, it
should be remembered, that each one of those synods
will be anew synodical organization. All the
gregations will enter anew organization and help to
start asynod on its new course. This experience
should promise to be highly stimulating, even thrill¬
ing. True, there will be many new faces and situa¬
tions, new lessons to learn and not least, agreat many

challenges, opportunities to serve, problems and
tasks. This should sound exciting to all who are
young of heart and who are looking into the future
expecting great things to come of Lutheran unity.

There will be institutions, like Grand View Col¬
lege and Seminary, which according to present plan-

c o n -

n e w
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part of our synod activity toward building interest
in and love for our synod. There are many reasons
for this, which Ineed not here detail. But certainly
t h e m a n i f e s t c o n c e r n f o r t h e c h u r c h a n d f o r G o d ’ s
will being done through our church has been astrong
influence toward having the conventions on such a
plane that people have gained not only interest and
respect, but also admiration for and confidence in them.
There are those, how many, no one can know, who
would find it difficult abruptly to change one’s loyalty
a n d l o v e f r o m t h e o n e c o n v e n t i o n w e h a v e c o m e t o
know and love to the convention of one of the synods
in the new church. Yet Ithink it is possible to do this
and that it will happen. However, many older people
will find it difficult, will perhaps completely neglect
to try to reestablish themselves in the new conventions
of synods.

Furthermore, there are ties of various kinds which
have come to mean agreat deal to people from our
congregations. Scattered as these are, the synod con¬
ventions have come to mean among other things, a
reunion. Many persons have graduated from this re¬
union into the one we are looking forward to in the
heavenly mansions, but somehow new ones have taken
their places and .our fellowship has been blessed far
beyond our merit. This fellowship has not been with¬
out its fruit. Our conventions have been aprime
conveyor of our manifold rich heritage from past
generations. Through the people at work in our con¬
ventions Ibelieve God’s Holy Spirit has helped guide
us into the present. Things have changed, what is
le f t , some wi l l ask? There is agreat dea l o f t ru th
in this. But Ibel ieve that things had to change and
that the change was in keeping with God’s purposes
a n d w i l l . A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e t h r e a d t h a t l e a d s
back through generations has not been broken. Our
synod convention deserve agreat deal of credit for
t h a t .

Page 6
vantages waiting for them in that case. The thinking
therefore seems to come around to going in fully
when in afew years the merger is expected to ma¬
terialize and accept our share of the task of building
anew Church and new synods.

C o n t i n u a n c e o f O w n O r d e r o f S e r v i c e

In all events it seems to me, that we should plan
to keep in use among us as far as we find it valuable
and practicable, the use of our present hymnal and
service. Iam heartily in sympathy with the objective
of the Committee-on-Liturgy plan for making avail¬
able and if possible improve the hymns selected for
future use at our worship services. Ido not look
for any plan or pressure which will terminate sud¬
denly what we now use either as order of service or
as hymnal at our worship services. Igladly salute
t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f t h e n e w L u t h e r a n S e r v i c e B o o k
and Hymnal. Agood many of our pastors and lay
people have attended with interest the sessions held
in many churches for the purpose of familiarizing
the people with the new liturgical settings and the
new hymns. And Iwelcome fur ther oppor tun i ty
of asimilar kind as well as any attempts among our
synod’s churches to try out these new settings. But
when many of our congregations and pastors have
not as yet become familiar or even desired to try
our own recently developed new order of service,
Irealize how far we are generally speaking from adopt¬
ing the new liturgy of the Service Book and Hymnal.
Ihave felt our services greatly enriched by our own
new order of service, where Iworship. And Ipray
fervently that all our congregations and pastors would
use i t . Never the less , the change over mus t come
through good-will-action and not by being forced. It
is my belief that in due time, especially should we
merge in afew years with the three church bodies
involved, we will learn to appreciate and use not only
our own but also the All Lutheran Service Book and

On page ten is aparagraph Iwant to call to the
attent ion of anyone who has loved to share in our
synod conventions. The Conference envisioned there
wil l not have the business significance (which some
anyway deplore) as our present conventions have, but
it would still be possible to share the best we have.
Our fellowship could be continued and even our con¬
cern and love for aplace like Grand View College
could be maintained. May Iask that this possibility
be studied in case we should decide for complete
merger in afew years. This has been more than a
brief guidance to the more salient points in the Report
of JCLU. Left is mostly to request that approval be
given to the report in its entirety. It is aprogress
report and such approval will not bind the synod in
any way, except in expressing its sentiment concern¬
ing the main burden of the Report. Questions will
be welcomed and answered by the members of the
synod Lutheran Unity Commission, and discussion of
points can be had as time will allow. It will be
noted that as this Report is being expected to be
accepted by the four church conventions held this
year acommittee to write constitution and by-laws
and/or standing resolutions of the merged church has
already been appointed and these will be submitted
for action to the 1960 convention of the participating
bodies. There are some, who expect that the merger
will be completed by 1962.

Hymna l .
Meanwhile, the best we have of our heritage from

our Mother Church certainly centers in oiir worship
These may change in form, yet the hearts e r v i c e s ,

is the same, and the hymns we love belong.
Va l u e o f F r e e C o n f e r e n c e

Over the years Ihave met two reactions to the
synod and what it meant to people of our congrega¬
tions. Some look upon it as anecessary evil, to be
tolerated and supported as far as it seems to be un¬
avoidable. Some people have tried to avoid sending
any money out of the local congregations. Their love
f o r G o d ’ s w o r k h a s s o m e d e fi n i t e l i m i t s . T h e r e h a s
been some progress in replacing this attitude. As our
members became bet ter acquainted wi th other
churches and their work they discovered that there
were just no churches which could keep going without
some central organization and leadership for missions
and inst i tu t ions. Agreat many of our congregat ions
now rate the church work at large in the synod, LWA,
and beyond on an equal footing with the local work.
Their budgets call for pledging whatever is needed
w i t h o u t d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .

There are agreat many of our people that are
deeply attached to our synod and one or more of its
activities and institutions. It is my belief that our
synodical conventions have done more than any other
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R o n a l d H a n s e n

Mountain HeixUUed May 12, 1958

It is my privilege this afternoon on behalf of the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church to speak a
truly sad but sincere farewell to one of its most ac¬
tive and eager servants and ministers. In the face
of the years of service Ronald Hansen already had
r e n d e r e d t o t h e C h u r c h i t s e e m s a l m o s t i r r e l e v a n t t o
add that he was not ordained into the ministry.

Perhaps Imight be allowed to venture the thought
t h a t G o d c h o o s e s H i s o w n t i m e w h e n t o c a l l m e n t o
b e m i n i s t e r s a n d G o d a l s o o r d a i n s t h e m i n H i s o w n

way and time, which may or may not coincide with
the way and the time we choose.

Iwant by these thoughts to express my belief
t h a t G o d h a d b o t h c a l l e d a n d o r d a i n e d R o n a l d H a n ¬
sen, only the church’s seal and recognition were still
to be added, just aweek away had Ronald been
a l i v e a n d w e l l .

Iwant to repeat the words of the poet Edwin
M a r k h a m :

7 5

“Triumphing in Temptation
(Sermon on the Mount as translated in RSV)

X V I I I

Afeature of modern electronics is the “resister, ”
which impedes the flow of current. At times it is im¬
portant that the electricity should be conducted, at
o the rs t ha t i t shou ld be re ta rded . I n t he mak ing
of “high fidelity” sets, the resister is employed. The
dictionary has not caught up with technology. It
d e fi n e s “ r e s i s t e r ” a s “ o n e w h o o r t h a t w h i c h r e s i s t s . ”
It is in the latter sense that one petition of The
Lord’s Prayer is aprayer that we may become “re¬
s i s t e r s .

Lord’s teaching is the suggestion that we pray, “And
lead us not into temptation” (Matthew 6:13).

Does God ever lead anyone into temptation? Is
that not the devil’s work? The Epistle of James has
so many references to the Sermon on the Mount that
some use this to support the argument that it was
written by the brother of Jesus. And James 1:13
says: “Let no one say when he is tempted Tam tempted
of God,’ for God cannot be tempted with evil and
he himself tempts no one, but each person is tempted
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.”
The petition “lead us not into temptation” must not
be considered apart from the clause with which it is
jo ined:

Among the most perplexing items in our

“O great it is to believe the dream
As we s tand in you th by the s ta r ry s t ream,
But agreater thing is to fight life through.
And say at the end, the dream is True.”
His life oh earth was brief in years, it was full

and fraught with love and devotion and service to
His Lord and Master, to his wife and family, as well
as to his parents, brother and sister. He had fought
the good fight, finished the course and kept the faith.
Hencefor th , there is la id up fo r h im the c rown o f
righteousness which He the righteous judge will
award to him this day, and not to him only but to all
who have loved his appearing.

If we believe and know that God works for good
wi th those who love Him have we any just ificat ion
for being disappointed, for sorrowing, for quarreling
with Ronald Hansen’s being taken from us, for pity¬
ing ourselves? Ithink not and Iwant to close by a
word o f t hanks , exu l t a t i on and p ra i se f o r Rona ld
H a n s e n ’s f a i t h a n d l i f e a n d w o r k .

A n d l e a d u s n o t i n t o t e m p t a t i o n ,
b u t d e l i v e r u s f r o m e v i l . ”

l i

Perhaps the Epistle of James is the best commen¬
tary upon this two-fold request. It is our own desire
which lures and entices us into wrong-doing. Our
prayer, therefore, is that God will not put us in po¬
sitions where our desire will be taxed to the breaking-
point.

In acity along the Eastern seaboard there were
two young men who had grown up together. They
had gone to the same school; they had been members
of the same Sunday school class; they played golf
together; they attended the same young people’s meet¬
ings at church. Since they were about the same age,
they went into the business world at about the same
time. One became aclerk in abig city bank. The
other became an accountant. The promotions in banks
are notoriously slow, so the mother of the bank clerk
asked her pastor if he couldn’t speak to the bank
officials, so that her son might get abetter position.
The very same week the other mother came to the
pastor and wept over the success with which her son
was meeting. He was adept at figures and when a
death occurred in the office he was placed in aposi¬
tion where he got abig salary and agenerous expense
account. This suddenly gave him money he did not
know how to handle. He was spending some of it
in riotous living. The world considers that success
is important. The Bible knows that success is dan¬
gerous and so we pray that when its temptations
c o m e G o d w i l l m a k e u s r e s i s t e r s .

Sermon by Alfred Jensen.

R E F L E C T I O N

In apuddle by the roadside.
Lef t by the warm spr ing ra in .
I t s wa te rs da rk and muddy
W i t h t h e b r o w n e a r t h s t a i n ^ —

I s a w a g l o r i o u s m o u n t a i n
That stood up bold and high
R e fl e c t e d i n t h e w a t e r .
With apatch of cloud-decked sky.
Sometimes in folk around me.
With burdens, hurts and fears.
Through joyful, happy hours
And often through their tears.
In some loving acts of kindness
When they show how much they care —
I n t h e l i v e s o f f o l k a r o u n d m e
I fi n d G o d r e fl e c t e d t h e r e !

R e v . C . A l b e r t s o n ,J . C a r t e r S w a i m .
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* A E L Y F D o i n ’ s

Pacfincj. yoddilt Kronborg, Nebraska: The LYF here sponsored a
4th of July program for the congregation, with soft-
ball beginning the evening. The young fellows chal¬
lenged their fathers, after which awiener roast and
picnic dinner was enjoyed. Afireworks display cli¬
maxed the evening, with dancing and acampfire giving
the evening afitting close.

Chicago, Illinois: The Trinity LYF here has been
small, but has been meeting twice amonth for busi¬
ness and social activities. We hold our meetings in
the homes to provide acloser fellowship. Our social
meeting usually consists of an outing to amuseum,
going bowling, etc.

Salinas, California: Three carloads of young people
packed alunch and spent an afternoon at the Sea
Cliff Beach at Santa Cruz on Sunday, June 22. After
being tossed around by the ocean breakers, the girls
decided to bake in the sun. The more ambitious boys
had arousing game of footbal l . Ar ide on the ro l ler
coaster and bumper cars provided afinishing touch to
a. very enjoyable day. We also are planning agolf
tournament. Prizes wil l be offered for the low gross
and net scores. In order to provide equality for all,
the tourney will be held on aminiature golf course.
Acampfire is planned following the activity. We are
still looking for asuitable campsite for aweek of
fellowship, study and fun.

Lake Michigan District: As this issue goes to press
the campers of th is distr ict wi l l be enjoying them¬
selves at Ford L incoln Park, about 20 mi les nor th
o f Greenv i l l e , M ich igan . Rev. Howard Chr i s tensen
is the camp director. The convention will be held
on Saturday morning, July 26. Watch this page for
acomplete report soon.

Amer ican Evangel ica l Luth.
Youth Fel lowship

E D I T O R : E V E R E T T N I E L S E N

S t . P e t e r ’ s C h u r c h

Dannebrog, Nebraska

Great Plains Junior Leaguers Meet at Nysted

T h e D i s t r i c t V I I ( G r e a t P l a i n s D i s t r i c t ) J u n i o r
Camp was held at Nysted, Nebraska, July 6-11. Open¬
ing with supper on Sunday evening, forty-nine camp¬
ers invaded the peace and quiet of the rura l Ne¬
braska community. Eleven counselors were on hand
to lead discussions, sports, singing, Bible study, crafts,
folk games and campfires.

The communi t ies represented a t camp inc luded
Omaha, Davey, Cordova, Cozad, Kronborg, Nysted,
Hay Springs, Nebraska, and Denmark, Kansas. The
counselors came from these communities, too. They
were pastors, wives, seminary students, and inter¬
ested friends. Rev. Folmer Farstrup of Cordova was
“Big Chief,” or camp director.

Two local women prepared delicious meals, spoiled
only by the fact that the campers were always faced
w i t h K P d u t y. T h e g i r l s s e e m e d t o e n j o y i t , b u t
the twelve boys always seemed to prefer the outdoors.
The counselors took over KP on Thursday night when
awiener roast and watermelon feed replaced the usual
supper inside. Of course, paper plates replaced the
dishes, so the hard working leaders didn’t have to
w o r k t o o h a r d !

Monday through Thursday saw acaravan of six
cars leave the campsite each afternoon at 2:30. They
headed for Grand Island, 30 miles away for swim¬
ming. These trips always turned out to be singing
and gab fests. Next year, acloser pool will be open
allowing for more swimming and- less travel.

Three of the five nights were stormy and rainy, but
every day provided sunshine, and the entire schedule
was met. Morning exercises (grunt and groan time)
were cal led off twice due to wet grounds, much to
the enjoyment of certain counselors.

Folk games created aslight problem with agirl
to boy ratio of three to one, but everyone seemed to
enjoy himself. The boys at least had awide choice
of partners. Sports found aclimax on the last day
with asoftball game between the campers and coun¬
selors. After atough battle, the game ended in a17-17
tie. The campers were somewhat aided by a“couple”
of errors in the field by the counselors.

The closing dinner provided afew laughs with a
camp newspaper containing jokes, notes and the names
and addresses of everyone present. There were also
afew sad faces as everyone realized awonderful week
of inspiration, fun and fellowship was over. All went
home knowing that next year would find them wanting
t o c o m e b a c k .

Over the Typewriter
Great Pla ins Dist r ic t LYFers should be watching

this space for details on convention to be held in
Kronborg, August 28-31. Plan to attend this business
and social meeting.

Many camps a re be ing he ld abou t th is t ime o f
year. Iwould appreciate acomplete and interesting
report of each one for this page. Have someone at
your camp appointed as areporter for PAGING
YOUTH and send the report in right after camp.

This summer while most of you are earning money
is agood time to remember your' stewardship duties.
District and National dues can be paid at any time.
They must be in before convention t ime. You could
a lso cons ide r you r du ty to you r own church . The
cont r ibut ion you make to your loca l work may not
be great, but each little bit helps to meet the budget.
You, as confirmed members of achurch, have are¬
sponsibi l i ty to help meet the financial needs of that
church. It is easier to give when you have money
than this fall when it will be spent at school.

If you have any other notes of interest, please send
them out to me. Ireally need some articles!

It is only when the dark comes down that the
W i n s t o n C h u r c h i l l .s t a r s s h i n e .
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thin’ where there will be services. We’ll look around,
anyhow. ”OP IN ION

“One church Iknow of speeds up its activities in
summer, instead of dropping them off. The pastor’s
theory is that people have more leisure in summer
which can be used profitably than they do in winter.
Maybe he’s got something there.”

“Maybe. Inotice summer attendance always drops
off. Even in summer Isuppose apastor likes to see
h i s fl o c k b e f o r e h i m . ”

A N D

^ C O M M E N TV

Iwas spraying the roses the other day, and Carl,
the custodian, was clipping some weeds not far away.
He had just irked me by something he had said and
Ihad to resist the impulse to cool him off with the
hose. Every once in awhile his gloomy outlook
irritates me. He is, you might say, the pique of my
c a r e e r .

Isaid, “You seem to have changed your mind since
the last time we talked. Inever knew you to be so
anti-interdenominationalistically inclined.”

“Your big words won’t help any,” said he.
Ismiled and said, “That is the longest word Iknow.

Never had achance to use it before.”
“Well, sir, the other day Ivisited aBaptist church,

and it wasn’t at all like the Baptist churches Iused
to know years ago. Here they had agood trained
choir, and arobed minister, and adignified, formal
service. Seems to me if churches get more and more
like each other, something is going to be missing.
Conformity ain’t all to the good.”

Still, there’s no reason why we shouldn’t
borrow good ideas from one another.”

“Maybe not. I’m willin’ to drop the subject......
Say, pastor, Ioverheard some of the ladies talking
about th is new idea about co f fee-soc ia l hours on
Sunday after church services. What’s your opinion?”

“I like the idea myself, and if Iwere an ordinary
member of achurch, it seems to me Iwould especially
appreciate it. What’s your opinion?”

“Me, Ilike it —as long as they clean up afterwards.
People always stand around outside after church any¬
way for fifteen, twenty minutes.”

“My objection is that usually the -same faithful
few people end up doing all the work time after time.”

“Pastor, that’s just what Mrs. Schlossman said.
She said she wasn’t going to spoil her Sundays cooking
coffee down at the church week after week, and she
knew she’d end up doin’ it most of the time.”

“Did she say that? She certainly is outspoken.”
“By whom?”
Ididn’t have anything to say to that, so Ichanged

the subject. “Going away on your vacation soon,
C a r l ? ”

That ’s r ight, —and behind him, the rest of the
w e e k .

“Ha! The trouble is, some of ’em are too far behind.”
The conversation was deteriorating, so Isaid, “Read

any good books lately?”
“Nope. No bad ones either, though. Been lookin’

for agood book on Alaska. Lots of interest in Alaska
these days. What do you think about our new state?”

“I’m not too sure. Only about one hundred thou¬
sand people living up there, and they’ll have two votes
in the Senate, same as al l of New York’s mil l ions.
That’s like giving Hollywood the same power as all
t h e r e s t o f C a l i f o r n i a I f you do run ac ross a
good book. I’d like to see it. Next month when our
convention meets in Seattle, alot of us wil l be half
way to Anchorage. Maybe we ought to go right on up
and see the place.”

Is the Seattle convention going to vote on the
9 ”T r u e . m e r g e r !

‘No, Carl —Whatever gave you that idea?
“I just don’t wanta be caught nappin’.”
“The merger is several years off yet, although

1960 and 1961 are mentioned as target dates. There will
be some merger discussions at Seattle, of course.
And we have got alot to learn and to discuss before
we can consider ourselves at all ready for it. Don’t
worry about it happening without your knowing it.”

“Well, I’m not against it, but Ilike to keep up
Guess I’ll go home forw i t h wha t ’s go ing on

lunch now. I ’ve got to go downtown th is af ternoon
to take care of some financial dealings on Wall Street.”

“Sounds impressive, Carl.”
“In New York, maybe. Not in Los Angeles. In

this city. Wall St. is where you pay your traffic finesl
G’bye, pastor.”

Convention Reports
The Reports of the Joint Commission on Lutheran

Unity (JCLU) referred to in the part of my report
f o u n d i n t h i s i s s u e o f L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S w a s
sent for distribution by the pastors to the delegates
to the convention about two weeks ago. Six hundred
copies were ordered and Ihave anumber left, most
of which Iexpect to use for distribution at the Seattle
Convention. If individuals want to read this report
a s k y o u r p a s t o r t o l e t y o u h a v e a c o p y, o r w r i t e
m e f o r o n e .

The National Lutheran Council Uniform Report
for 1957-58 will be sent to all pastors for distribution
to delegates. The Annual Synod Report will be in
the hands of those, to whom it has been ordered sent
in the various congregations, when this is read.

A l f r e d J e n s e n .

“Yep. Me and the little woman are going up in the
mountains to get away from it all.”

“You mean you want to get away from the church
h e r e ? ”

“Well, it would be nice to go inside achurch and
not worry about whether Iforgot to dust the choir
pews, or somethin’.”

“Carl, alot of people think taking avacation means
getting out of the routine of everything, including
church going. Someone pointed out that the Lord
spent alot of time on the mountains and by the
seaside but he didn’t think about any vacation.”

“Guess that’s right, pastor. And Iexpect we’ll
find achapel or an outdoors amphitheater or some-
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M R S . A A G E P A U L S E N , E D I T O R

Beaver Crossing, Nebraska

some unusually able speakers, discussions, crafts, en¬
tertainment of various kinds, including the reading

Freja Ladies’ Aid of Dagmar, Montana, celebrated of aplay; slides, both by Rev. and Mrs. Mortensen on
the golden anniversary of the WMS at the Nathanael their stay in Denmark, and Mrs. Dorothy Simmons on
Church, Dagmar, on June 4, in conjunction with the her trip to Korea; and singing by everyone,
regular meeting. The Volmer Ladies’ Aid was in¬
vited early in the season to join us. Florence Ras¬
mussen, Ida Brinkman and Betty Sorensen of the Vol¬
mer Congregation, and Berniece Johnson, Elsie Her-
mansen and Dyma Johnson of Dagmar made up the
joint committee which planned and arranged the event.
I n F e b r u a r y t h e c o m m i t t e e p l a c e d a p o s t e r , d e ¬
picting achievements of the WMS, in the narthex of
the church, to stimulate interest in the coming Jubi¬
lee . A t the Apr i l meet ing an appropr ia te program,
familiarizing the members with the work of the
WMS was presented. Offering envelopes were dis¬
t r i b u t e d .

Dagmar Celebrates WMS Jubilee

Avery moving account of the problems of a
Negro was given by the Rev. Denzil Carty, Negro pas¬
tor of St. Philips Episcopal Church in St.’Paul, Min¬
nesota. We all recognized ourselves in at least one
of Mrs. Simmons’ horrible examples during her en¬
ter ta in ing and in format ive ta lk on da i ly l i v ing and
housework. Our host pastor, Rev. Mortensen, led us
in some very worthwhile discussions on “the laymen
i n o u r c h u r c h e s . ” B e s i d e s D r . R o b e r t K e l l e r ’ s i n ¬

formative talk on education and the problems of to¬
day’s education, Mrs. Keller gave us adelightful
account of their stay in the Hawaiian Islands.

The highlight was the WMS golden jubilee banquet
with the program and pageant, held in the Danebod
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .

AGolden Jubilee Tea was the highlight of the
June meeting, preceded by apageant, written by
Kirs t ine Thomsen of Michigan, descr ib ing the work
and projects carried on by the WMS during the 50
years of its existence. Leora Johnson gave the words and very congenial, and those of us who were there
of welcome and the program concluded with singing will remember long the messages we received, the
“Lord, IWish to be Thy Servant.”

The new dining room of the church was attrac¬
t ive ly decora ted w i th ye l low and green s t reamers ,
and alace-covered table with gold doilies. Centering really wonderful, worthwhile experience to remem-
the table were two floral arrangements in gold vases ber, chats with congenial people, friendships that
and an appropriate cake, baked and decorated by will last far beyond the three and ahalf days of the
Metha Olsen. Sandwiches and cookies were served “Retreat.”
buffet style, with punch and coffee poured by the This was just the beginning ior me, for Ihope to
two presidents, Sigrid Petersen and Lilly Rasmussen, go back again, in fact Ithink there should be re-
Asocial hour was enjoyed by all. t r e a t s o f t h i s k i n d m o r e t h a n o n c e a y e a r .

R o s e t t a H e n r i k s e n .

T h i s y e a r ’s g r o u p w a s s m a l l , b u t e n t h u s i a s t i c

fun we had, and the luxury of sitting down to three
meals aday that someone else had cooked. We are
most grateful to everyone who helped make this a

The envelopes containing the contributions in the
amount of $105.55, were placed on asilver tray near
the door. We extend appreciation to all donors for
their generous support. We hope our efforts in this
special project of the WMS will help to swell the
scholarship fund for the students who wish to take
up full time Christian service in the fields of the
A E L C .

A “ B E S T A W H I L E ”

Some call her ashut-in, but Ido not;
To m e s h e ’ s a r e s t - a w h i l e —

A c h e e r y o p t i m i s t i c s o u l
With asweet and sunny smile.

Shut-in, ah no, she will never be that.
F o r a l l o f n a t u r e s h e k n o w s :

The leaves on the trees, the sparkle of snow.
T h e v e l v e t b l o o m o f t h e r o s e .

Her body is chained to the bed, oh yes.
But her soul is big and free.

And there are folks who are well and strong
More shut in, Ithink, than she;

Folks who walk in God’s great out-doors,
Yet never, never see

The beauties that lie on every hand
In sky, on land, and sea.

Dyma Johnson, Reporter.

R e t r e a t a t D a n e b o d

We s ta r ted ga the r i ng by t r a i n , bus and ca r a t
Danebod on Tuesday, June 10, for the three and a
half magical days. We didn’t see anewspaper, TV
program, or hear aradio. Instead, we listened to the
many inspiring talks, did much singing, and acon¬
siderable amount of light-hearted chatter and laugh¬
te r a t t he Women ’s Re t rea t .

Each day’s program included Bible Hour with
Rev. Harald Petersen of West Denmark, lectures by — ^ A u t h o r U n k n o w n .
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JlutkenjanA. at WanJi in Alalka
By Dr. H. L. Foss, President

Pacific Dist r ic t , Evangel ica l Lutheran Church

(With the approval of statehood for Alaska, making it the Union’s 49th state, -the following
article is of timely interest. It is reprinted from “Lutherans at Work on Continental Frontiers.”)

ment of resident work by the three Lutheran synods
doing work in Alaska today. Petersburg, 1913, ELC;
Ketchikan, 1925, ELC; Juneau, 1926, ULCA; Anchorage,
1926, Lutheran Church —-^Missouri Synod; Palmer,
1935, Imtheran Church —Missouri Synod; Sitka, 1935,
ULCA; Anchorage, 1944, ELC; Fairbanks, 1944, ELC; ^
Seward, 1948, ELC; Juneau, 1956, Lutheran Church —
Missouri Synod; Spenard, 1957, ELC; Nome, 1957, ELC;
Fairbanks, 1958, Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church for many years
operated aSeamen’s Mission in Ketchikan, beginning
in 1924. Also, an independent Lutheran group built
achapel and operated asummer ministry to the fisher¬
m e n o u t o f P o r t A l e x a n d e r i n s o u t h e a s t e r n A l a s k a .
An independent Lutheran group today operates a
c h i l d r e n ’ s h o m e a t C o r d o v a .

The Lutheran Church is thus represented in 13
cities and villages in the vast Territory of Alaska
and today numbers 4,395 bapt ized members. Aside
from the a l l -Esk imo congregat ions, where the ten¬
dency is for the membership to drift toward the larger
centers of population, there has been amarked growth
in the es tab l i shed Lu the ran churches , pa r t i cu la r l y
during the last 10 years. In this vast wonderland of
the North, with its majestic mountains, emerald lakes,
mighty streams, vast forests and unsurpassed fjords,
and with its vast potential of as yet undeveloped re¬
sources, today, thank God, we find the Lutheran
Church. In v is i t ing any one of these Lutheran
churches, aLutheran would feel very much at home.
The serv ice is conducted as here in the States wi th fu l l
liturgy and the solid preaching of sin and grace; the
S a c r a m e n t s a r e a d m i n i s t e r e d a s t h e L o r d i n s t i t u t e d
them and as taught by the Lu theran Church ; and
the Christian indoctrination of the young is of primary
c o n c e r n . O n e w i l l fi n d a s w e l l - i n f o r m e d L u t h e r a n
Church people in our Alaska congregations as are
generally found here in the States. From some of
these congregations are coming today young men and
women who attend our colleges and, indeed, some
men who are going on to study for the Lutheran
m i n i s t r y.

Every student of history will remember the bitter
debate that raged in Congress in 1867 over the pro¬
posed purchase of Alaska from Russia for the sum
of $7,200,000. Opponents of the proposed purchase
derisively referred to Alaska as “Seward’s Folly” and
“Seward’s Ice-box.” Alaska has proven to be anything
but “folly,” the value of the fisheries alone in 1956
being, at wholesale price, $92,960,370. And as for its
being an “ice-box,” except for the northern plateau
sloping down to the Arctic, it is no more an “ice-box”
than is any midwestern state, and much of the area
is temperate. From 1950-55 the population of Alaska

ITUS BERING, ADANE and aLutheran in the
service of the Russian government, is generally
credited with the discovery of the Alaskan

C o a s t i n 1 7 4 1 . T h u s R u s s i a e s t a b l i s h e d c l a i m t o t h i s

vast wonderland of the North. Except for an exten¬
s i ve t r a f fic i n f u r s , l i t t l e by way o f deve lopmen t
o c c u r e d i n A l a s k a u n d e r R u s s i a n r u l e . W h e n i n 1 8 4 0

there was achange in administration in the affairs of
the Russian-American Company, Captain Adolph K.
E t h o l i n , a n a t i v e o f F i n l a n d a n d a f o l l o w e r o f t h e
Lutheran faith, came to Sitka to head up the affairs
of the Company. He was accompanied by aLutheran
minister by the name of Sidnyeuss. Ahistory of the
Russian-American colonies, published at St. Peters¬
burg in 1863, mentions that Etholin, shortly after his
assumption of office, began the erection of aLutheran
Church in Sitka. It also appears that the first pastor
was succeeded by two other pastors, Mr. Platen and
Mr. Winter, this ministry continuing up to 1865.

When the United States took possession from Rus¬
sia in October of 1867, asmall parcel of ground in
S i t k a w a s e x c l u d e d f r o m t h e d e e d a n d s e t a s i d e f o r
the use o f the Lu therans fo rever. Dur ing ensu ing
years, the Lutheran Church was used from time to
time by Protestants and Catholics alike, as occasion
might arise. Gradually the building fell into decay,
but the little organ which first sounded forth its tones
more than 100 years ago is in the Alaska Museum, and
the valued painting of the Ascension graces the Greek
O r t h o d o x C h u r c h i n S i t k a .

The fi rs t Lu theran min is t ry in A laska suppor ted
by Americans began August 1894, when the Rev. T.
L. Brevig came to Teller as amissionary to the Lapps,
who had come to A laska to t ra in t he Esk imos i n re in¬
deer husbandry. Thus it was, too, that mission work
was started among the Eskimos more than 60 years
ago, by the Evangelical Lutheran Church.

For more than 60 years the Evangelical Lutheran
Church has ma in ta ined a res iden t m in is t r y, fi rs t a t
Teller Mission, then also establishing work at Mary’s
Igloo —which was given up afew years ago because
of the migration of the Eskimos, and in later years
also in Teller Town and Shishmaref. Shishmaref, Teller
Town and Teller Mission are ful ly-organized congre¬
gations, with apastor serving at Shishmaref, aresident
pastor at Teller Town, and awoman missionary at
Teller Mission, and one at Mt. Edgecombe. The Rev.
Norval Hegland, stationed at Teller Town, operates
aPiper four-seater plane, furnished by the Lutheran
Daughters of the Reformation of the Evangelical Lu¬
theran Church.

Aside from the work among the Eskimos, the Lu¬
theran Church very much forgot Alaska until the
year 1913. Here follows chronologically the establish-

V
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increased by 62.5 per cent to atotal population of
210,000, the fastest growing area under the flag.

Because of the several large military installations
in Alaska, the total population figure is not astable
one; that is to say, there is aconstant shifting of
military personnel. Be that as it may, from year to
year the number of permanent residents increases.
Today most of the large American oil companies are
busily engaged in prospecting for “black gold.” Mil¬
lions of acres have been leased by these companies,
oil in paying quantities has been found, and this
prospecting will continue and ultimately, no doubt,
develop into atremendous industry. Without adoubt,
th is t remendous Amer ican f ron t ie r o f the Nor th i s
destined for great economic development and tremen¬
dous population increase.

W h a t o f t h e f u t u r e f o r t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n
Alaska? The answer to this question lies very largely
in our concept and attitude as to our responsibility of
today. Thus far the Lutheran Church has entered
into the larger centers of population, it is true; but
by no means has the Lutheran Church thus far en¬
tered in through the open doors of opportunity to face
up to the Christian responsibility of
bringing the Gospel to the many as
yet unchurched communities. If we are
to plant the Lutheran Church and bring
the Gospel to presently strategic and
potentially strategic communties of this
vast land, we will have to support with
prayerful understanding, good will and
generous financial help in far greater
m e a s u r e t h a n h a s h i t h e r t o b e e n t h e
c a s e . A s i d e f r o m t h e E s k i m o m i s s i o n s ,
the organized congregations are more than 90 per
cent self-supporting. The Lutheran Church today is
not spending very much money in Alaska. From now
on it will be necessary to exercise agreater degree
of patience, because the towns remaining and as yet
unoccupied by the Lutheran Church are small and the
many scattered villages will perhaps only be reached
by airplane on a“circuit-rider” basis. But this is the
business of the Christian Church; it is God’s business;
and it is our responsibility as apart of the great
family of Christians here on earth to obey the Lord’s
injunction to go and preach the Gospel.

Many are the stories that could be told of the self-
sacrificing Christian services of Christian pastors, pas¬
tors’ wives and women missionaries, who have labored
for years upder pioneer conditions in the Northland.
Don’t feel sorry for these folks, however, because they
would be the last ones to ask for sympathy from the
standpoint of privation! They glory in their work
and count it aprivilege to participate in planting the
Lutheran Church in this last great American frontier.
Living costs in Alaska are extremely high; building
costs are as well extremely high. Salaries have not
been commensura te w i th the h igh l i v ing cos t , and
the Church must be prepared in any future building
program in any place in Alaska to invest much larger
sums than in the past.

Today one can travel by automobile from any point
in the States up through the interior of Alaska and
down to Seward. Out from this great arter ial within

the Territory, roads are being built, and conditions as
far as travel is concerned are not what they were even
afew years ago. Of course, the day of the dog team
will never end in portions of Alaska. But the greatest
factor of all is this: that there are no more air-minded
people than Alaskans. The airplane has really come
into its own in Alaska. Alaska is shrinking as to size.
The Territory is served by several schedule airlines
from the States, and the many bush pilots fly to al¬
most any area of the vast land. The Lutheran Church,
to really do the work it should do in Alaska, aside from
establishing work on apermanent basis in several
places, should think in terms of an air ministry. More
and more ministers of the Gospel will be flying from
the home base to the many scattered villages round
a b o u t ,

such ministry, the one operating out of Teller.
Is it true that it is extremely difficult to establish

the Lutheran work in Alaska? The answer is definitely
NO, provided there is proper financial backing and
encouragement from the home base. Of primary im¬
portance is, of course, the need for men of deep con¬
secration and of somewhat venturesome spirit —men

and women, too, who love the frontier
and gladly face up to its challenges. To
be sure, as is true in every frontier
situation, the forces of evil are at work,
but perhaps not more so than in the
States where, because of greater popu¬
lation, the sins of immorality and loose¬
ness are more easily hidden. We have
n o t f o u n d i t t o b e t r u e t h a t t h e h e a r t s
o f the p ioneers a re harder than the
h e a r t s o f m e n h e r e i n t h e S t a t e s . I t i s

true, however, that among those forgotten and left by
t h e C h u r c h t o s h i f t f o r t h e m s e l v e s o u t i n t h e f r o n t i e r
camps and villages and lonely spots, there is the ten¬
dency more quickly to lose one’s self-respect. The
Gospel is no less needed on the far-flung frontier than
here at home. Without the Gospel, a l l men per ish. ’

W h i l e w e h a v e i n t h e a b o v e r e f e r r e d t o A l a s k a a s
af ront ier land, remember that in th is a i r age most
any point in Alaska is but afew hours removed from
any point in the States. This is indicative of an in¬
creasing interest in Alaska by those who would just
want to enjoy some of the mos^t majestic scenery on
earth and those who are looking for opportunity and
permanent residence. Make no mistake about it,
Alaska is getting under way on abig scale. If we as
aLutheran Church want to be in the picture and be in
aposition in the future to discharge the God-given
responsibilities and exercise the blessed Christian privi¬
lege of bringing the Gospel to precious souls, we had
best today be alert to the need for venturing in Christ’s
N a m e n o w .

For many years following the acquisition of the Ter¬
ritory by the United States, Alaska was often referred
to as “the land that God forgot.” God never forgot,
bu t men d id . Bu t i n H i s l ov ing remembrance and
mercy the Gospel is being preached in far-flung places
in Alaska today. Our Heavenly Father remembers
those as yet without the Gospel or the Lutheran wit¬
ness, for He still says, “Go, and preach the Gospel.”
God help us that we do not forget!

The Lu the ran Chu rch has t oday on l y one

H a b i t i s a c a b l e ; w e
w e a v e a t h r e a d o f i t e v e r y
day, and at last we cannot
b r e a k i t .

H , M a n n .
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Lutheran News from Around the World
L W A P A S S E S $ 5 0 M E L I O N
I N G I F T S T O H E L P O T H E R S

I N 8 5 C O U N T R I E S A B R O A D

German Protestants last year t r ip led
the i r g i f ts fo r oppressed- Chr is t ians
i n E a s t G e r m a n y.

I n t h e d i s b u r s e m e n t o f f u n d s t o t h e

va r i ous causes o f LWA, nea r l y $27
m i l l i o n h a v e b e e n e x p e n d e d f o r i n t e r -
c h u r c h a i d , s e r v i c e t o r e f u g e e s a n d
m a t e r i a l r e l i e f ; $ 1 0 m i l l i o n t o s u p p o r t
t h e c h u r c h e s a n d m i s s i o n s o f A s i a a n d

Africa; and $5 million for the spiritual
ministry to armed forces, with lesser
a m o u n t s f o r o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s ;

L u t h e r a n W o r l d R e l i e f ’ s d i s t r i b u t i o n

o f m a t e r i a l a i d , f o r w h i c h L W A p r o ¬
v i d e s f u n d s f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n e x ¬
p e n s e s , i s m a d e w i t h o u t q u e s t i o n a s
to the race, creed or political affiliation
o f t h e r e c i p i e n t s . L a s t y e a r t h e v a l u e
o f t h i s h e l p e x c e e d e d $ 1 5 m i l l i o n a n d
i s e x p e c t e d t o g o w e l l b e y o n d t h a t
figure in 1958 .

LW R c l o t h i n g s h i p m e n t s a n n u a l l y
to ta l more than fou r m i l l i on pounds
and U. S. Government surplus foods
a re d i s t r i bu ted ab road f ree th rough
L W R a t a c o s t o f l e s s t h a n a d o l l a r
fo r each 300 pounds .

istry which does not include the his¬
t o r i c e p i s c o p a t e a s o n e e l e m e n t .

I t e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e C S I ’ s " h i s t o r i c
episcopate” is not bound to “any par¬
ticular interpretation of episcopacy or
t o a n y p a r t i c u l a r v i e w o r b e l i e f c o n ¬
cern ing orders of the min is t ry. ”

In astatement on the ministry pre¬
sented at the April 1956 joint meeting
in Banga lo re , the CSI had s t ressed tha t
in any wider union it was “most un¬
likely that we shall be led to abandon
the histor ic episcopate” which i t had
inher i ted” .as a“g i f t ” f rom the Angl i¬

c a n C h u r c h i n I n d i a .

However, at that time also, the CSI
s a i d i t s a c c e p t a n c e a n d r e t e n t i o n o f
“ t h e h i s t o r i c e p i s c o p a t e ” d i d n o t d e ¬
pend upon “the acceptance of any doc¬
t r i n e o f a p o s t o l i c s u c c e s s i o n .

f j

( N L C ) — . C o n t r i b u -N e w Y o r k
t i o n s t o L u t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n o v e r

the past 19 years —from 1939 mid¬
way through 1958 ■— have passed the
$ 5 0 - m i l l i o n - m a r k f r o m m e m b e r s o f t h e
e i g h t c h u r c h b o d i e s p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n
t h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l .

T h e R e v. R o l l i n G . S h a f f e r, a s s i s t a n t
d i r e c t o r o f L W A — p o p u l a r l y k n o w n
a s “ L o v e ’ s W o r k i n g A r m ”
nounced here that receipts in the an¬
n u a l a p p e a l s h a v e r e a c h e d t h e c u m u ¬
lat ive tota l of $50,726,490, inc luding
$ 9 5 6 , 0 4 0 t o w a r d t h i s y e a r ’ s g o a l o f
$3,710,000.

In addi t ion, he said, $86,631,861 worth
o f f o o d , c l o t h i n g , m e d i c i n e s a n d o t h e r
supplies have 'been shipped overseas
during the past 12 years by Lutheran
World Relief, material aid agency serv¬
i n g t h e C o u n c i l a n d t h e B o a r d o f
W o r l d R e l i e f o f t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

—Missour i Synod.
T h e c o m b i n e d t o t a l o f $ 1 3 7 , 3 5 8 , 3 5 1

i n c a s h a n d g o o d s r e p r e s e n t s t h e m o s t
e x t e n s i v e r e l i e f e f f o r t e v e r u n d e r t a k e n
b y a P r o t e s t a n t d e n o m i n a t i o n i n A m e r ¬
i c a , M r . S h a f f e r d e c l a r e d . T h e p r o ¬
g r a m , h e s a i d , h a s h e l p e d p e o p l e i n
m o r e t h a n 8 5 c o u n t r i e s a n d t e r r i t o r i e s .

M o r e t h a n o n e - t h i r d o f t h i s a m o u n t ,
o r near ly $5 ,0 mi l l ion in LWA funds
and LWR goods, has been channeled
through the Christian agencies of Ger¬
many for distribution in both the east¬
ern and western parts of that country.

G r a t i t u d e f o r s u c h g i f t s w a s e x ¬
pressed before Congress recent ly by
T h e o d o r H e u s s , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e F e d ¬
eral Republic of Germany, who visited
t h e U . S . d u r i n g J u n e . H e v o i c e d
thanks for the “help rendered by mil¬
l i o n s o f i n d i v i d u a l A m e r i c a n s . . . b y
t h e c h u r c h e s , t h e c h a r i t a b l e o r g a n i z a ¬
tions,” as well as by the U. S. Gov¬
e r n m e n t .

a n *

» »

OVER 5,000 SCOUTS EARN
L U T H E R A N A W A R D

M i n n e a p o l i s — ( N L C ) — T h e P r o
D e o e t P a t r i a Aw a r d , a c i t a t i o n a n d
medal g iven for “whole hearted par¬
t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e t o t a l p r o g r a m ” o f
t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h h a s n o w b e e n
awarded to 5 ,128 Scou ts and Exp lo re rs .

T h e 5 , 0 0 0 - m a r k w a s r e a c h e d w h e n
t h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o m m i t t e e o n

Scout ing, sponsored by the American
F e d e r a t i o n o f L u t h e r a n B r o t h e r h o o d s ,
a p p r o v e d 2 0 2 a w a r d s a t i t s fi r s t m e e t ¬
i n g h e r e f o r 1 9 5 8 . T h e y w i l l g o t o
members of church troops in 111 com¬
munities in 28 states, representing six
different synods.

S i n c e t h e P r o D e o e t P a t r i a A w a r d
was established in 1943, 22,981 applica¬
t i o n s h a v e b e e n m a d e f o r t h e c o v e t e d
h o n o r .

A f t e r l o n g d i s c u s s i o n , t h e c o m m i t t e e
v o t e d d o w n a p r o p o s a l t o e s t a b l i s h a n
a w a r d f o r G i r l S c o u t s , s u g g e s t i n g i n ¬
s tead tha t th i s respons ib i l i t y shou ld
be undertaken by women’s organiza¬
t i o n s i n t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .

I t w a s a l s o d e c i d e d t h a t i t w o u l d

be “ i napp rop r i a te ” t o adop t achu rch
award for Cub Scouts on the grounds
that any such award in Cubbing would
w e a k e n t h e P r o D e o e t P a t r i a A w a r d
for Scouts and Explorers.

By synod ica l a ffi l i a t i on , the award
w i n n e r s t o d a t e i n c l u d e 1 , 9 7 2 f r o m t h e
U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a ,
9 7 3 f r o m t h e E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
Church, 820 from the Augustana Lu¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h , 6 7 5 f r o m t h e L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h — M i s s o u r i S y n o d , 6 0 1 f r o m t h e
Amer i can Lu the ran Chu rch , 34 f r om
t h e U n i t e d E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h , 2 8 f r o m t h e L u t h e r a n F r e e
C h u r c h , 1 4 f r o m t h e S u o m i S y n o d ,
th ree f rom the Amer ican Evange l ica l
Lutheran Church, one f rom the Wis¬
consin Synod, with seven listed as non-
synodical.

I N D I A L U T H E R A N S S T U D Y
N E W C S I S T A T E M E N T

M a d r a s — ( N L C ) — I n d i a ’ s L u t h e r ¬
a n t h e o l o g i a n s a r e c a r e f u l l y s t u d y i n g
a n e w s t a t e m e n t f r o m t h e C h u r c h o f

South India on the min is t ry and the
episcopacy to see if it affords ground
for agreement between the two groups.

T h e C S I s t a t e m e n t i s a i m e d a t b r e a k ¬
ing the deadlock which developed in its
theo log ica l ta lks w i th the Lu therans
when they fa i l ed , a t the i r 1956 mee t ing ,
t o r e a c h a c o m m o n p o s i t i o n o n t h i s
sub jec t . S ince then , t he theo log i ca l
c o m m i s s i o n s o f t h e C S I a n d t h e F e d ¬
e r a t i o n o f E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h e s i n I n d i a h a v e h e l d n o f u r t h e r
j o i n t s e s s i o n s .

In its statement, which was approved
by the executive body of the Church’s
synod, the CSI theological commission
s a i d i n e f f e c t t h a t ;

Commenting on the continuing refu¬
gee prob lem. Pres iden t Heuss sa id :

The fact that week after week sev- (1) “For the shepherding and exten-
eral thousand people flee to the West sion” of the Church, there is needed
from intellectual and spiritual slavery asystem of bishops “as episcopacy
in the Soviet-occupied zone continues ^has been accepted in the Church from
to weigh heavy on the Federal Re- 'early times,
p u b l i c — t h e i r n u m b e r s h a v e s w e l l e d
t o m a n y h u n d r e d s o f t h o u s a n d s . T h a t
s t ream o f human be ings i s a t once
a l a s t i n g g i ' i e v a n c e a n d a p e r p e t u a l
r e p r o a c h . ”

Mr. Shaffer pointed out that postwar
gifts from American churches to Ger¬
many “have not only strengthenecT
bonds of f r iendship, but a lso s t imu¬
lated German giving to help others.

“It has multipl ied effective good
will instead of making people depend¬
en t on f o re i gn a i d , ” he sa id . “Wes t

( t

> >

( 2 ) T h e C h u r c h ’ s m i n i s t e r s m u s t b e

ordained by bishops, and i ts bishops
m u s t b e c o n s e c r a t e d b y o t h e r b i s h o p s ,
t o “ e f f e c t i v e l y m a i n t a i n c o n t i n u i t y
w i t h t h e h i s t o r i c e p i s c o p a t e . ”

I t i s s a i d t h a t C S I “ d o e s n o t c o n ¬

sider episcopal ordination essential for
aval id ministry.” However, i t asserted
also that “ in view of the place which
the historic episcopate has held from
early t imes, and st i l l holds, through¬
out alarge part of Christendom, there
cannot be auniversal ly accepted min-

M
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CLAYPOOL COMPLETES 3 -YEAR
S E R V I C E I N K O R E A F O R L W R

R e v . E . O . M i d b o e , B S M P e x e c u t i v e
s e c r e t a r y. H e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e
r e t r e a t s w i l l f e a t u r e d i s c u s s i o n s o n
m a t t e r s o f c u r r e n t i n t e r e s t a f f e c t i n g
L u t h e r a n c h a p l a i n s i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e
u s u a l s e s s i o n s o f a d e v o t i o n a l a n d

study nature.
“Held annually to give our chaplains

the opportunity to keep in close touch
with their churches,” Mr. Midboe said,

t h e r e t r e a t s p r o v i d e o p p o r t u n i t i e s
for fel lowship and inspirat ion.

w o u l d b e b o u n d t o r e f u s e c o l l a b o r a t i o n
with bishops, pastors, deacons and lay¬
men who accept women pastors . As
examples of the practical consequences
o f s u c h a d e v e l o p m e n t , h e c i t e d t h e
fo l low ing :

“ I f a m e m b e r o f t h e ‘ f r o n t ’ i s a s k e d
to give an address at aconference in
w h i c h a b i s h o p w h o h a s o r d a i n e d a
woman is to take part, he should re¬
fuse to be present himself.

I f h i s o w n b i s h o p s h o u l d o r d a i n
w o m e n h e s h o u l d o b e y h i s b i s h o p
impeccably and reverently, but refuse
all duties which he is not obliged by
h i s o f fice to pe r fo rm and o the rw ise
keep away from his bishop as much as
possib le wi thout overstepping ecc le¬
s i a s t i c a l c o r r e c t n e s s i n b e h a v i o u r , b u t
with ardent prayers in his heart and
in the living compassion of Christ with
h i s b i s h o p .

Descr ib ing the “confess ional f ront ”
as consisting of “those who have not
ben t t he i r knees t o Baa l , ” V i ca r Rosen -
d a l i n t i m a t e d t h a t e c c l e s i a s t i c a l m e m ¬
b e r s o f t h e “ f r o n t ” s h o u l d r e s i g n f r o m
the Swedish Clergymen’s Associat ion
a n d t h e i r o w n a s s o c i a t i o n .

T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s u c h a f r o n t ,
he sa id , “w i l l cons t i t u t e ab reach i n
t h e S w e d i s h C h u r c h , b u t a s o u n d
breach because it will be an expression
of the inner rupture and the sch ism
resulting from the ordination of wom¬
e n p a s t o r s .

Bo th chambers o f t he R i ksdag o r
Pa r l i amen t have passed ab i l l wh i ch
would permit women to take holy or¬
d e r s a s o f n e x t J u l y, b u t t h e m e a s u r e
must be approved by the Church to
become e f fec t i ve . Las t Oc tober, the
Church re jec ted as imi la r government
proposal by avote of 62 to 36.

H o w e v e r , a r e c e n t p o l l o f c h u r c h
o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d r e l a t e d g r o u p s
showed tha t t he g rea t ma jo r i t y, 27 ,
f a v o r e d a d m i t t i n g w o m e n t o e c c l e ¬
siast ical offices, whi le four were op¬
p o s e d a n d n i n e d e c l i n e d t o t a k e a
s tand on the i ssue .

N e w Y o r k — ( N L C ) — T h e R e v .
James P. Claypool has completed more
than three years of service in Korea
as representative of Lutheran World
R e l i e f .

For most of his 40 months overseas,
he has also served as director of Korea
Church World Service, an agency of
t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s .
During the past year he has been
chairman of the Korea Association of
Voluntary Agencies, composed of 54
church and welfare organizations.

On the eve o f h is depar tu re f rom
Seoul, Mr. Claypool was cited by the
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs
of the Republic of Korea for his out¬
standing services in behalf of the
Korean people. The presentation was
made by Vice-Minister Hyo Sun Shin.

“You have been devotedly active in
t h e r e l i e f o f p e o p l e i n w a r - c a u s e d
d i fficu l t cond i t ions w i th deep under¬
standing and sympathy for them,” the

A s c h a i r m a n o f t h e

< {

> )
U

D A N E S P L A N T O F O R M F R E E

S C H L E S W I G - H O L S T E I N C H U R C H

K i e l , G e r m a n y — ( N L C ) — D a n i s h
congregat ions in the Evangel ical Lu¬
theran Church o f Sch leswig-Ho ls te in
h a v e d e c i d e d t o m o v e t o w a r d f o r m a t i o n

o f a n i n d e p e n d e n t L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
i n t h i s p r o v i n c e s o u t h o f t h e D a n i s h
b o r d e r .

T h e s t e p i s b e i n g t a k e n w i t h t h e
c o n c u r r e n c e o f t h e G e r m a n t e r r i t o r i a l
Church f rom which they contemplate
e v e n t u a l s e c e s s i o n .

Only three of the 125 members of
t h e S o u t h S c h l e s w i g S y n o d v o t e d
against adecision taken at asynodical
meeting, to work toward this end. The
s y n o d i s t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n i n w h i c h
all Danish congregations south of the
border are present ly bound together.

E v e n t u a l g o a l o f t h e n e w a c t i o n
w o u l d b e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a l e g a l l y
recognized “Danish National Church in
S o u t h S c h l e s w i g ” w h o s e m e m b e r s
w o u l d n o t b e o b l i g e d t o p a y t a x e s f o r
t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e G e r m a n t e r r i t o r i a l
C h u r c h .

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Schleswig-Holste in has several t imes
s u g g e s t e d s u c h a m o v e , b u t D a n i s h
Lutherans have been reluctant to carry
i t o u t . M a n y w h o a t t e n d e d D a n i s h
services have continued to pay church
t a x e s a s m e m b e r s o f t h e G e r m a n
C h u r c h .

Their reason has been that, as Lu¬
therans, they have looked on the ter¬
r i t o r i a l C h u r c h a s “ t h e C h u r c h o f t h e
f a t h e r s ” d e s p i t e n a t i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s .
Also they have wanted to contribute to
the upkeep o f the German Church ’s
bu i ld ings be ing used fo r the Dan ish
s e r v i c e s .

South Schleswig Danish congrega¬
t ions are served by 25 pas tors who
conduct services at 107 places —gen¬
eral ly churches or school bui ldings.

B e c a u s e o f t h e D a n e s ’ r e l u c t a n c e t o

s e p a r a t e f r o m t h e G e r m a n C h u r c h ,
t h e S y n o d p l a n s t o m o v e s l o w l y . I n
i t s c o n v e n t i o n a c t i o n , i t a s k e d i t s
C h u r c h C o u n c i l fi r s t t o c o n d u c t ‘ ‘ a n
i n f o r m a t i o n c a m p a i g n t h r o u g h o u t
S o u t h S c h l e s w i g w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a ‘ D a n i s h N a t i o n a l

-Church in South Sch leswig ’ . ”
After that, the Council is to “collect

the necessary statistics and prepare a
draft of rules as abasis for an appli¬
ca t ion to the p rov inc ia l government ”
for the recognit ion of the new church
body.

i f

c i t a t i o n s a i d .
KAVA, it added that he had given
excel lent leadership and made br i l¬

l iant contr ibut ions” to the rel ief pro¬
gram in the country.

The Rev. Ha l lam C. Shor rock has
been named act ing director of Korea
Church World Service and Msgr. G. M.
C a r r o l l w i l l b e n e w c h a i r m a n o f K AVA .

Lutheran World Rel ief , the mater ia l
aid agency serving the National Lu¬
t h e r a n C o u n c i l a n d t h e B o a r d o f W o r l d
R e l i e f o f t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
souri Synod, has shipped 29,512,359
pounds of food, clothing, medicines
and other supplies to Korea, valued at
$5,255,700.

Mr. Claypool, with his wife and two
ch i l d ren , w i l l make b r i e f s top -ove rs
in var ious par ts o f the wor ld before
r e t u r n i n g t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h i s

i t

i ft i

f t

M i s -

s u m m e r .

Born in Marquette, Kansas, in 1914,
Mr. Claypool was pastor of Grace Lu¬
theran church on the campus of the
U n i v e r s i t y o f M i n n e s o t a f o r s e v e n
y e a r s b e f o r e h e w e n t t o K o r e a i n
February of 1955.

F I V E R E T R E A T S S C H E D U L E D

F O R L U T H E R A N C H A P L A I N S

Wash ing ton , D . C . —(NLC) —F ive
re t r ea t s f o r 301 Lu the ran chap la i ns
s ta t ioned th roughout the wor ld have
been scheduled dur ing the remainder
of 1958 and ear ly 1959, i t was an¬
nounced here by the Bureau of Service
to Mi l i tary Personnel o f the Nat ional
L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l .

Tokyo, Japan, July 7-9, and Kaiser¬
s lau te rn , Germany, Ju ly 15-17 , have
been designated as the two retreat lo¬
c a t i o n s o u t s i d e t h e c o n t i n e n t a l U n i t e d
States. Both are jointly sponsoi-ed by
t h e N L C a n d t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h —
Missouri Synod.

In the U. S., retreats will be held for
chap la ins who a re members o f NLC
participating bodies at Washington, D.
C., October 21-22; Dallas, Texas, No¬
vember 18-19; and San Francisco, Cali¬
fornia, January 13-14, 1959.

The announcement was made by the

S W E D I S H H I G H C H U R C H G R O U P
O P P O S E S W O M E N A S P A S T O R S

S t o c k h o l m

high-church pastors plan to set up a
c o n f e s s i o n a l f r o n t ” i n t h e L u t h e r a n

S t a t e C h u r c h o f S w e d e n i f n e x t f a l l ’ s
C h u r c h C o n v o c a t i o n s h o u l d a p p r o v e
t h e o r d i n a t i o n o f w o m e n . .

L e a d e r o f t h e p r o p o s e d m o v e i s t h e
R e v. G u n n a r R o s e n d a l , v i c a r o f O s b y,
w h o d i s c u s s e d t h e c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s s u e
i n a n a r t i c l e i n “ C i r c u l a r L e t t e r f o r
C h u r c h R e n e w a l .

V i c a r R o s e n d a l d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e
bishop or bishops who agree to ordain
w o m e n w i l l l o s e t h e c o n fi d e n c e o f
w i d e c i r c l e s i n t h e C h u r c h a n d “ i t m u s t
be expec ted
f r o n t ” w i l l b e e s t a b l i s h e d .

H e s a i d m e m b e r s o f t h e “ f r o n t

( N L C ) — A g r o u p o f
i t

t f

t h a t a “ c o n f e s s i o n a l

f t
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Los Angeles, Calif.
Askov, Minn. 
Greenvil le, Mich. (Dannebrog)
H o m e M i s s i o n :

C o n g r e g a t i o n s :
Wh i te , S . D . , P ionee r Lu th . A id
D e t r o i t , M i c h . , W o m e n ’ s G u i l d

S a n t a ! M i s s i o n :

Congregations:
S o l v a n g , C a l i f . , f o r H a r o l d

Riber’s Work
Solvang, Calif., for Gen. funds
D e s M o i n e s , I o w a , P e n e c o s t

Sunday Offering
Waterloo, Iowa
Oak Hil l, Iowa—In memory of

Mrs . Chr i s t i an Hansen , by
the Danish Mission Circle

Ty l e r , M i n n . — I n m e m o r y o f
A n t o n B u h l , b y f r i e n d s i n
W e s t D e n m a r k , M i n n e a p o ¬
lis, Ruthton and Tyler

F r e d s v i l l e , I o w a , V a c a t i o n
Bible School 

F r e d s v i l l e , I o w a — I n m e m o r y
o f A a g e G r u m s t r u p , b y M r .
and Mrs . Ray C . Johnson
a n d D a v i d ( f o r R i b e r ’ s
Work) 

W h i t e , S . D . , P i o n e e r L u t h . A i d
M a r l e t t e , M i c h . , G e r m a n i a

C h u r c h V a c a t i o n B i b l e
School 

Pe r th Amboy, N . J . , Sunday
School 

3 8 . 0 0
7 5 . 0 0

Menominee, Mich. 
Dwight , 111. , Sunday School

Lenten Offering 
Racine, Wis. 
Racine, Wis., Pastor Heide
Enumclaw, Wash. 
GreenviUe, Mich. (’Trinity)
Tyler, Minn. 
Muskegon, Mich.
Tacoma, Wash.
Des Moines, Iowa
C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a ( S t . P a u l ) _ _
Dagmar, Mont. 
Dagmar, Mont., Sunday School
Watsonville, Calif. 
Manistee, Mich.
Byram, Conn.
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Marquette, Nebr.
Denmark, Kansas

1 2 . 8 0

5 . 0 0 1 5 0 . 0 0
2 5 0 . 0 0

D i s t r i c t F i v e p a s t o r s a n d d e l e g a t e s
a r e r e m i n d e d o f t h e a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n
t o b e h e l d a t B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n
Church, Wayne, Alberta, August 22-24.
Each congregation is ent i t led to one
delegate for each 25 voting members,
o r f rac t ion thereo f . I f you come by
t r a i n o r b u s a n d d e s i r e t o b e m e t a t

C a l g a r y, k i n d l y n o t i f y P a s t o r M i l l e r
o r the reg is t ra r. Le t us make p lans
f o r a g o o d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a t o u r d i s ¬
t r i c t c o n v e n t i o n , t h a t w e m a y b e
s t r e n g t h e n e d i n o u r c o m m o n t a s k s
through insp i ra t ion and fe l lowship .

W. Clayton Nielsen,
D i s t r i c t P r e s i d e n t .

5 . 0 0
7 9 . 7 5
2 7 . 7 4

2 4 3 . 3 0
1 0 0 . 0 0

2 5 . 0 0
8 7 . 3 0
2 5 . 0 0

2 1 2 . 0 0
3 2 . 3 5
2 2 . 5 0

1 0 7 . 0 0
3 4 . 8 0

11 7 . 6 0
2 1 2 . 0 4

7 7 . 0 0

1 5 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0

5 . 0 0
1 . 0 0

5 8 . 9 5
5 0 . 0 0

5 . 0 0
I N V I T A T I O N

T h e B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f

Wa y n e , A l b e r t a , h e r e b y e x t e n d s a n
invitation to the delegates, pastors and
m e m b e r s o f a l l A E L C c o n g r e g a t i o n s i n
Distr ict Vto gather here for the 1958
A n n u a l D i s t r i c t M e e t i n g . T h e d a t e s
a r e A u g u s t 2 2 - 2 3 - 2 4 . W e w i l l f u r n i s h
housing for all friends of the AELC in
at tendance. P lease reg is ter wi th Mr.
Ho lge r Rasmussen , D rumhe l l e r, A l¬
berta, or with the local pastor on or
before August 15.

Total for month of June, 1958_$2,068.38
Previously acknowledged  4 , 0 7 9 . 6 85 0 . 0 0

Total to date

F o r S a n f a l M i s s i o n :

I n m e m o r y o f J o h n K n u d s e n ,
A lden , M inn . , f rom f r i ends
in Hampton , Newel l , Iowa,
Alden, Minn., and Pasadena,

Calif. 
D e s M o i n e s , I o w a — P e n t e c o s t

Sunday Offering 
Des Moines, Iowa—In memory

o f R o n a l d H a n s e n , f r o m
friends

Des Moines, Iowa—In memory
o f R o n a l d H a n s e n , f r o m D r .
a n d M r s . E r n e s t N i e l s e n _ _

Withee, Wis.—Sunday School
In memory of Ronald Hansen,

from Friends
Mr. Car l Petersen, Scot tv i l le ,

Mich. 
R a c i n e , W i s . , P a s t o r R . H e i d e
Miss Dagmar Miller
Des Moines, Iowa—Luther Me¬

morial Congregation
Pioneer Lutheran Aid , Whi te ,

S. D.

I n m e m o r y o f M a r i e R e i m e r ,
D w i g h t ^ 111 . , b y M r. a n d
M r s . C l a r e n c e P e t e r s e n ,
Maywood, 111. 

Askov, Minn. , Sunday School

.$6,148.063 8 . 0 0

5 . 0 0
1 3 . 0 5

$ 2 8 . 0 0

J. Herluf Jensen, President.
Wayne, Alberta.

Go rdon IVDUer, Pas to r.
W a y n e , A l b e r t a .

9 0 . 3 72 5 . 0 0

5 0 . 0 0
1 7 . 5 0

J u n e B u d g e t R e c e i p t s f r o m
Congregations :

Previously acknowledged 2 5 , 7 8 3 . 8 6
$7,880.08

5 . 0 0
5 5 . 0 0Acknowledgment of Receipts

by the Synod Treasurer
For the Month of June, 1958

To w a r d s t h e b u d g e t :

Unassigned receipts (by congregation)

Total to date

other Budget Receipts:
P a s t o r ’ s P e n s i o n C o n t r i b u t i o n s :

1958—2% Withholding
Congregat ions:
Clinton, Iowa 
Chicago, 111. (St. Stephen’s) __
Parlier, Calif. 
Des Moines, Iowa
C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a ( S t . P a u l )
Los Angeles, Calif.
Muskegon, Mich. 
Rev. John Enselmann
Detroit, Mich. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Mar le t te , Mich. (Z ion ELC)__
Waterloo, Iowa
1 9 5 7 B a s e :

Rev. Ottar Jorgensen
Rev. Alfred Jensen
Rev. Harold E. Olsen

$33,663.94
4 9 2 . 7 5

2 0 . 0 0

5 . 0 0

5 . 0 0
$ 5 . 3 7

2 0 . 0 0Perth Amboy, N. J.
Clinton, Iowa 
Los Angeles, Calif.
B r o w n C i t y, M i c h . —
M e n o m i n e e , M i c h . —
Omaha, Nebr. 
Chicago, 111. (St. Stephens)..
Askov, Minn.
C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a ( B e t h l e h e m ) 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

2 7 1 . 5 9
1 0 0 . 0 0

Greenville, Mich. (Trinity) .. 1 9 2 . 5 0
1 3 8 . 0 0

1,114.00
9 0 0 . 0 0
2 0 0 . 0 0
1 2 5 . 0 0

5 0 . 0 0
4 0 0 . 0 0
4 2 5 . 0 0
1 4 7 . 5 0

6 0 . 0 0
1 0 9 . 0 0

6 8 . 0 0
5 5 8 . 3 0
1 5 0 . 0 0
2 9 5 . 9 4

$ 150.00
3 0 0 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0

1 5 . 0 0
5 1 . 2 5

3 5 0 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0

5 0 . 0 0

5 . 0 0
6 . 0 0

2 1 . 0 0
1 7 . 5 1
1 8 . 0 0
2 1 . 0 0
3 4 . 1 9
2 4 . 0 0
2 1 . 0 0

1 . 9 5

5 . 0 0

5.00
7 . 2 0Racine, Wis.

B o n e L a k e , W i s . Total 

F o r F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e :

Congregation, Racine, Wis. ^_$
F o r W i s c o n s i n L u t h e r a n S t u ¬

d e n t A s s n . :

Congregation, Racine, Wis.

For American Bible Society:
R e v . J o h n C h r i s t e n s e n , L u d -

ington, Mich.

Respectful ly submitted,

Amer ican Evangel ica l
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

M. C. Mi l ler, Treasurer.
P. O. Box 177,
Circle Pines, Minn.

.$ 735.572 1 . 0 0

1 7 . 5 2
8 4 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0

Nysted, Nebr.
Tyler, Minn. 
Detroit, Mich. 
Muskegon, Mich.
Oak Hill, Iowa
Tacoma, Wash.
Junction City, Ore.
Des Moines, Iowa
C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a ( S t . P a u l )
Newark, N. J. 
Watsonville, Calif. 
Manistee, Mich.
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Clinton, Iowa
Denmark, Kansas 

1 0 . 0 0

T o t a l f o r m o n t h
Previously acknowledged  1 , 7 5 9 . 1 2
T o t a l P a s t o r ’ s c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o

d a t e

.$ 327.79
2 5 . 0 0

.$ 2,086.91

1 0 . 0 0To t a l R e c e i p t s l o r B u d g e t t o
date, 6-30-58

R e c e i v e d f o r i t e m s o u t s i d e o f

t h e b u d g e t :

F o r L u t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n :

Congregations:
Solvang, Cal i f .

$35,750.85

P e n s i o n F u n d :

Congregat ions: .1$ 247.20



July 20, 1958
S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
5515 Phinney Ave., Seattle 3, Wash.
The Congregation will do its best to

provide adequate housing for all pas¬
tors, delegates, and staff members who
register before July 15. We expect to
house the larger number of our guests
in private homes and some in the new
Lutheran Bible Inst i tute dormitory not
f a r f r o m S t . J o h n ’ s C h u r c h .

The Seattle Congregation is looking
f o r w a r d w i t h g r e a t e x p e c t a t i o n s t o
this Convention, to fellowship with old
and new fr iends, and to the spir i tual
r i c h e s a n d i n s p i r a t i o n t h a t t h i s e v e n t
w i l l o f f e r .

May the Living Lord of the Church
c o n t i n u e t o a b i d e a m o n g u s .

Kr is ten Jorgensen, President .
Jens C, Kjaer. Pastor.
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81st Annual Convention
American Evangelical

L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

the institutions, missions, councils and
c o m m i t t e e s o f t h e s y n o d .

Al l reports to be presented to the
c o n v e n t i o n m u s t b e i n t h e h a n d s o f -
the president of the synod by May 20
in order that they may be printed in
the Annual Report and distr ibuted to
the congregat ions and min is te rs fo r
their study and consideration in due
t i m e b e f o r e t h e c o n v e n t i o n .

Special attention is called to Article
VIII, par. 5in the constitution accord¬
ing to which any member or congre¬
gation of the synod may submit topics
f o r d i s c u s s i o n a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n b y
sending any such to the synod presi¬
dent for publication at least six weeks
prior to the convention. July 1st is
t h e d e a d l i n e f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e
July 5th issue of LUTHERAN TID¬
I N G S .

The meet ings and serv ices o f the
convention are open to all friends and
m e m b e r s o f t h e s y n o d . T h e h o s t c o n ¬
g r e g a t i o n w i l l m a k e a n n o u n c e m e n t
with respect to lodging and meals.

T h e c o n v e n t i o n i s a l w a y s o f g r e a t
s ign ificance to the l i f e and work o f
the synod. May all delegates and min¬
isters prepare themselves diligently by
studying the content of the Annual
Report to be publ ished this summer.
And may God’s blessing rest upon all
who in any way accept responsibi l i ty
for the work of God’s kingdom in and
t h r o u g h o u r s y n o d . M a y t h e H o l y
S p i r i t g i v e u s t h e v i s i o n a n d c o u r a g e
to serve God faithfully and sincerely
w h e r e v e r w e l i v e . H i s w i l l b e d o n e .

A l f r e d J e n s e n .

Seat t le, Washington
August 12-17, 1958

The 81st annual convent ion of the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church
wi l l be he ld i n S t . John ’s Lu the ran
Church, 5515 Phinney Avenue, Seattle
3, Washington, August 12-17, upon
i n v i t a t i o n o f S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n
Church, Seatt le, Wash. The business
sessions, worship services and all meet¬
ings of committees and groups will
take place in St. John’s church, its
auditorium, and other facilities.

The opening service will take place
a t 8p . m . , Tuesday, Augus t 12 .
The business sessions of the conven¬
t i o n w i l l b e g i n We d n e s d a y, A u g u s t
13, at 9a. m. Sunday worship services
wi l l be held at St . John’s church at
9 a . m . a n d 11 a . m . ’ T h e c o n v e n t i o n
closing meeting will be at 7:30 p. m.
Sunday, August 17.

All congregations of the synod are
urged to send delegates to the conven¬
tion and al l pastors are expected to
attend. Registrat ion should be in the
h a n d s o f t h e c r e d e n t i a l s c o m m i t t e e o f
the convention not later than July 15.
All delegates must be certified by the
s e c r e t a r i e s o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c o n g r e ¬
gations. (Name and address of the
c l i a i r m a n o f t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n a n d c r e ¬
dentials committee appear in the invi¬
t a t i o n f r o m S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n
Church jH-inted below.)

T h e c o n v e n t i o n w i l l d e a l w i t h a l l
t h e b u s i n e s s s u b m i t t e d t o i t f o r a c t i o n
according to the rules governing the
c o n v e n t i o n a n d f o u n d i n t h e s y n o d
by- laws as we l l as those govern ing
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D r . J . C .Seat t le , Washington.
Kjaer, pastor of St. John’s Lutheran
Church here, is currently on tempo¬
rary active duty as chaplain (Col.)
w i t h t h e 9 6 t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , a t
Ya k i m a , W a s h i n g t o n . P a s t o r E . V.
Stime, dean of the Lutheran Bible In¬
sti tute, fil led in for Chaplain Kjaer at
S t . J o h n ’ s . . . N e w c u r t a i n s i n t h e
church p.arlor i.s one of several touches
added to the property in preparation
f o r t h e 8 1 s t C o n v e n t i o n o f t h e A E L C .

De.s Moines, Iowa. From Valborgs-
minde: Amodified “Rebi ld Bakker” 4th
o f Ju ly fes t i va l was he ld here , w i th
are-creating of the spirit of Denmark’s
c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e A m e r i c a n h o l i ¬
day. Pastor J. C. Aaberg, anew resi¬
d e n t o f t h e O l d P e o p l e ’ s H o m e , t o l d
o f s e v e r a l v i s i t s t o t h e h i s t o r i c s i t e ,
a n d K l a u s Ta a s t r u p a n d M r s . A n n a
Svendsen a l so re la ted the i r expe r i¬
e n c e s . T h e L a d i e s ’ A i d o f o u r c o n g r e ¬
gation here served at afine party
for home residents recently, providing
an interesting program as well as re¬
f r e s h m e n t s .

Solvang, California. Dean Peter Jor¬
gensen of Grand View College, was
speaker at Atterdag College here July
10. The bui lding fund, looking toward
anew education unit, now totals about
$33,000 in cash and pledges. Sixty
c h i l d r e n a t t e n d e d v a c a t i o n s c h o o l h e r e
t h i s y e a r .

L o s A n g e l e s , C a l i f o r n i a . A t t h e
quarterly meeting of the congregation
July 13 the congregation here decided,
b y a v e r y c l o s e v o te , t o e m p o w e r a
commi t tee to nego t ia te fo r the pur¬
c h a s e o f a n e w s i t e a n d f o r t h e s a l e
of the present property. One unsolic¬
i t e d o f f e r h a s b e e n r e c e i v e d f r o m a
Bapt i s t (Negro) congrega t ion fo r
$70,000. The congregation also voted
unanimously to discontinue the Danish
language “pre-ser\dces” held twice
monthly, and have instead aseries of
Danish Sunday evening services and
p r o g r a m s .

Apr i l 24 , 1958
1232 Pennsylvania Avenue,
Des Moines 16, Iowa.

C O N V E N T I O N I N V I T A J T I O N

S t . J o h n ’ s E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
Congregat ion of Seatt le, Washington,
takes pleasure in invit ing the pastors
a n d d e l e g a t e s o f o u r s y n o d t o t h e
8 1 s t A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n o f t h e A m e r i ¬

can Evange l i ca l Lu theran Church to
be held August 12-17,1958, in St. John’s
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , 5 5 1 5 P h i n n e y A v e . ,
Seattle, Washington.

Registration cards, maps of Seattle,
a n d i n f o r m a t i o n o f i n t e r e s t t o a l l w h o
plan to part ic ipate in the Convent ion
have been mailed to the pastors and
congregat ions of the American Evan¬
gelical Lutheran Church. Colorful bro¬
chures on the Puget Sound Count ry
w i l l be ma i led f ree o f charge to a l l
members o f ou r synod who reques t
t h e m .

'The signed registration cards should
be in the hands o f the Reg is t ra t ion
a n d C r e d e n t i a l s C o m m i t t e e n o t l a t e r
than July 15. Those who desire special
services and accommodations, such as
daily care for young children, motels,
or hotels, are urged to state their
requests in letters accompanying their
completed registration cards and mall
t h e m t o :

Mr. Ear l Steber l , Chai rman
Registration and Credentials Com.
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